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Reptiles


The right pet for you?

Reptiles like snakes and lizards maybe interesting and unusual, but they need specialist care and some can be a challenge to keep as well.  They are also expensive to look after correctly.  Before getting any pet, you should think very hard about whether you can provide everything it needs.


What do reptiles need?

· A great deal of space.  A baby Iguana, for example, may initially look small, but can grow to nearly one and a half metres long.  A Burmese python can reach over five metres.  As reptiles grow, they need more and more space.

· To be fed with the right kind of food.  You may have to obtain this from a specialist, and the reptile’s diet could include insects or rodents.

· A specially built home that recreates the reptiles natural environment as closely as possible.  This includes controlling the levels and quality of light, with a range of temperatures and humidity in accordance with the animals needs.  Some reptiles need to spend time in water to bathe or swim, branches for climbing and many require ultra-violet light, which can all be very expensive to provide.

· A secure enclosure is also important.  A reptile that escapes from its warm enclosure into the wild can suffer and die.  Some reptiles are dangerous, such as venomous snakes and caiman alligators. 

· Anyone deciding to keep a reptile needs to find out about the specialist care it needs in captivity  and be prepared to take on the commitment of time and money throughout its ;long life.

· To have help from an experienced keeper on keeping and a veterinary surgeon  if they are ill or injured.  You may have to travel some distance to find a specialist vet.

· To be looked after when you are away on holiday.

Life Span


Iguanas can live for 20 years and some snakes for 50 years.

Behaviour


Most reptiles kept as pets originally come from tropical or sub-tropical climates.  They are entirely dependant upon their owners to provide suitable conditions for them and will suffer a great deal if their complex needs are not met.

Any enquiries TEL: 07776157873 or use the online contact form on our website http://slitheringserpents.yolasite.com  Email slitheringserpents@live.co.uk 


